In  the  late  sixTIES  FLUXUS  activities 

merged,  to  an  extent,  with  those  of 
hippiES,    FREAKs,    and    other  drop 

outs.    SoHo,  the  centre  of  fluxus 

activiTY    in     North    AMERICA,  WAS 

geographically    situated   at  the 

heart  of  the  EAST  COAST  HIPPie 

scene;  and  while  fluxus  undoubtedly 

EXERTED    AN    OFTEN  UNPERceived 

influencE  on  the  floluer  children,  the 

FREAK  LIFE-STYLE  ALSO  left  ITS  MARK 

on  fluxus.  The  hippie  influeNCE 
APPEARS  TO  BE  THE  cause  of  the  Move 
away  from  concerts  and  OTHER 
FORMAL  Public  presentations  at  the 
end  of  the  sixties.  ThE  ONLY  LIUE 
FLOxus  events  in  New  York  during  '68 
and  '69  werE  NEW  YEAAS  Eue 
fluxfehsts.  The  sensual  and  indulgent 
naTURE  OF  THE  FEASTS  place  txem  in 
diametrical     opposition     to  THE 


SEVERITY  OF  early  fluxus 
MflNiFestations.        Similar!/,  the 

FLUXSHOW,  FLUXSPORTS,  AND 

FLUxmass,  which  took  place  at 
Doug/45  COLLEGE,  New  Brunswick, 
New  Jersey,  in  February  1970  were 
veRY  Different  to  early  FLuxus  events 
and  contrasted  sharply  with  the 
fluxus  activities  STIII  being  carried 
out  in  Europe.  For  the  fluxmas5,  THE 
PRIESTS'  ASSISTAnts  wore  gorilla 
COStUMES,  THE  SflCRflMf^fa/  WINE  WAS 
STORED  IN  A  plasma  tank  and  dished 

OUT  THROUGh  a  hoSE,  THE  WAFERS  WERE 

BLUe  cookies  lacED  with  laxative,  The 
bread  waS  CONSE  CRATED  BY  A 
MEchanicAL  dove  shitting  iNto  it, 
smoke  bombs  WERE  USED  AS 
CANDles,  AND  AN  iNFLATAble  superman 
filled  with  LUINE  WAS  BLED.  This  was 
ACCOMPANied  by  sounds  varying  from 


RECORDINGS  OF  barking  dogs  and 
Locomotives  to  bird  calls  and  gun 
SH0  7S.  The  Yippze  A70M7NATION  OF  A 
pig  called  Pigasus  for  president 
was  part  of  the  movement's 
INTERVENTION  IN  Chicago  during  the 
Rugust  1968  Democratic 

CONVENTION.  THIS  piece  of 
guerilla  thenTRE  turned  into  nOTS 
AND  IN  SEPTEMBER  1969  eight  left- 

wiNG   RADICALS,   INCLUDing    the  Y7PPIES 

ABBE  HOFFMan    and  Verry  RubiN, 

FOUND   THEMSELUes   BROUGHT  BEFORE 

JUDGE  JUlius  Hoffman  in  what  became 
Known  as  tHE  CHIGACO 
CONSPIRACY  Trials.  In  the  couRSe  of 
court  proceedings,  THE  JUDGE  GOr 
into  numerous  arguments  with  the 
defendants  AND  THEIR  council. 
When  the  jury  retired  to  consider  its 
verdict,  THE  JUdge  sentenced  all  The 


defendants,  and  their  council,  to 
peRIODS  OF  iMPRisoNMENT/or  contempt 
of  court  during  the  trial.  The 
Obuious  bias  of  The  judge  in 
conducting  the  trial  and  his 
seriTENQNG  tuns  LUioely  criticised; 
the  Chicago  Conspiracy  TriALS  became 
the  Most  famous  \n  American  history. 
The  resultinG  prison  sentences 
SHOuied  flmerica/7  capitalism  as 
beiUG  more  oppressive  THAN  THE 
Yippies  had  imagined.  The  Yippie 
movement  UNDERWENT  A  Slow 
disintegration  as  its  supporters 
DISCOVERED  THAT  THE  CAPItalist  system 
really  was  ns  evil  as  their  rhetoric 
implied. 
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